OVERTURE, 1492
the discovery of America is an event viewed with mixed
feelings on both sides of the Atlantic. If it had never
happened, life would have been much simpler over here for
stockbrokers and Foreign Offices, while beyond the ocean
Mr. Hearst would have been left undisturbed with Sitting
Bull and Montezuma to evolve a pure Americanism un-
contaminated by European interference. The world we
live in would be a curiously restricted place, with nothing
to smoke, a good deal less to drink, and nowhere for Sir Hugh
Walpole to go to or for Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler to come
from. There would be no jazz, Negro spirituals, high-power
salesmanship, New Deals, or women's clubs. Not that the
account would be entirely on the profit side, since all our film
stars (if we had any) would be Continental and our cigars
of wholly British manufacture. The world would be the
poorer for the tango and the rumba, avocado pears, the
higher forms of federal government, Mickey Mouse, the prose
of Henry James, the poetry of Mr. T. S. Eliot, locomotives
with cowcatchers, Western fiction, and one incomparable
voice that told a crowded audience one afternoon at Gettys-
burg how four-score and seven years ago their fathers
brought forth on that continent a new nation conceived in
liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
created equal, concluding unforgettably that government
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish
from the earth—
To that extent the world would be an infinitely poorer
place if America had not been discovered. And has any-
body ever stopped to think of the consequences if all the
people who have gone there had had nowhere to go ?
What might Spain have been, if the energy of the Con-
quistadores had been left to expend itself in Europe ?
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